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CHIEF LAKIOTES: Today is December 26, 

2001. The time is approximately 1400 hours. 

I am Battalion Chief Art Lakiotes, Safety 

Command, conducting an interview with -- 

FIREFIGHTER DiPAOLO: Paul DiPaolo, 

Engine 205. 

CHIEF LAKIOTES: ~-- regarding the 

events of except 11th, 2001. 

Q. Paul, if you would, just tell me how 
your day unfolded, how the events unfolded. 

A. I was home originally, saw it on the 
news. After the second plane hit, they gave the 
recall. I called Eddie Green. I told him I 
would meet him at his house. He said Richie 
Murray had already called him. I went to 
Eddie's. Richie picked the both of us up. We 
came to the firehouse. We got to the firehouse, 
got our gear. We picked up Rick Fowler, Paul 
Beck and John Urso, who were here already. 

The six of us went across. The first 
building had already collapsed. We went across 
the bridge. We parked on I think it was Broadway 
and probably Liberty off Cortlandt, in that area. 


As we're walking down Liberty Street, 
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what we had heard was there were people 

trapped -- they thought people were trapped in 
the Burger King, which was on the corner of 
Church and Liberty, around the corner of 10 and 
10's quarters. 

As soon as we got to the corner, we saw 
Tom Boccarossa, who was the chauffeur of Engine 
205 that day, standing on the corner by himself. 
We got to him. We said, "Tom, what's going on?" 
He said, "Everybody's gone." We asked him to 
explain, because we didn't know exactly what he 
meant. He said the last thing he heard, he 
couldn't get in touch with the engine or the 
truck. 

About maybe three, four minutes after 
we originally spoke to him, we felt a rumble. Me 
and Paul Beck grabbed Tom, and we ran down 
Trinity, and I believe we made it probably right 
around the corner. I don't know what street that 
is. What street would that be right there? 

Q. Thames Street. 
A. Thames that goes all the way through. 
We made it around the bend, and the three of us 


made it right around the corner as everything 
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came down. We got hit with all the debris. It 
knocked us down. We crawled into a little 
service elevator area in the building. There 
were I think one or two other firemen in there 
already. 

We waited about it had to be ten 
minutes or so, and then we heard a voice on the 
loudspeaker saying if anybody can hear this 
follow -- because Tom we thought was hurt. He 
wasn't feeling good. He had been standing out 
there for the first collapse. He went onto the 
rig. 

Me and Paul brought him -- let me see 
where it would be. We walked along Broadway 
probably to Pine Street, and that's where a 
security guard was with a bullhorn and a 
flashlight. But at that point it was all black. 

We brought Tom into the building. I 
think it could have been the Equitable building. 
I'm not sure. We left Tom Boccarossa there, 
because they had set up a first aid station. Me 
and Paul Beck went back to find everybody else. 

We met up with Richie and John Urso. 


They couldn't find Eddie Green; and Rick Fowler, 
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they knew where he was, but he wasn't with us 
anymore. 

After that we went looking for Eddie. 
In turn we found the engine. We met up with all 
the engine guys. We asked them if they had heard 
from the truck. They didn't hear anything. 

Eventually we found Eddie. He had been 
buried under a lot of stuff, because he obviously 
ran a different way. Three of us ran one way. 
The other ones, I'm not sure which way they ran. 

Then we finally got all together, and 
we went right to the area to start looking for 
people. After we met up with the engine and 
Lieutenant Hayes, we went back to the rig. We 
got the rig and we drove it down onto the west 
side, and we drove it right in front of 90 West. 

Actually we supplied -- it turned out 
we supplied water to a standpipe in the building, 
because they had a couple of stangs going out of 
the window into the other building. That's where 
the engine stayed most of the day. 

I was in the rig for a while. Richie 
was in the rig for a while. Then we basically 


just went around searching and stuff like that 
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the rest of the day. 

Q. You didn't see anyone -- you got there 
after -- okay. 

A. We got there after the first building 
was already down. 

Q. That's basically it; right? You found 
the engine, because I know they were -- 

A. Right. We found the engine after a 
while. We were just looking around and happened 
to see them. Richie Murray kept asking people on 
the radio, "Anybody seen" -- first Eddie. Then 
"Has anybody seen the engine? Has anybody seen 
Ladder 118?" We finally got in touch with the 
engine, but nobody ever heard from the truck. 

So we have really no idea except 
Lieutenant Hayes had said the 15th floor. He 
thought it was the north tower going up. That 
was the last thing he had heard from them. 
Nobody actually heard from them. We have no 
idea. 

We found the truck on the west side, 
right in front of West and Vesey. That's where 
the truck was. We have a picture of it there. 


So we know that's where it was parked. Then they 
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moved it up Vesey to North End. That's actually 
where we found it parked after we were walking 
around all day, because then we started looking 
for it to see where it was. But somebody had 
moved it. We don't know who moved it. 

Q. Yeah, out of the way. 

A. They moved it up that way out of the 
way . 

Q. Paul, thank you. 

CHIEF LAKIOTES: That concludes the 


interview. It's approximately 1405 


